Inadvertent intrastromal injection of ophthalmic viscoelastic.
Viscoelastic is an ophthalmic viscosurgical device used to protect ocular tissue and maintain intraocular space during surgical procedures such as cataract removal. To date, the only cases published regarding inadvertent viscosurgical device injection have caused Descemet's membrane detachments. We report the case of a 4-year-old girl who underwent complicated lensectomy with prior history of uveitis and posterior synechia in which intrastromal ophthalmic viscoelastic was inadvertently injected into the stroma, leaving an off-centered opacity. At the time of surgery, no Descemet's membrane detachment was seen. The lensectomy and planned anterior vitrectomy were performed without complication and visual acuity has improved from 20/200 preoperatively to 20/70 at 3 months' follow-up. The corneal opacity resolved within 1 week of surgery, with no evidence of residual visual impairment.